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osicHeHo noJiTuyHi npedepenuii ykpaincbkoi HanioHanbHOI MeHIIMHU B IlosbIui Ha BUOOpax no €BponeiicbKkoro
ITapaamenty. IlpoanasizoBano moJiruyHi npedepennii ykpaiHcbKoi HAIlIOHAIBLHOI MEHIIMHHM HA YOTHPLOX BHOOpax 10
€Bponeiicbkoro map;aamenty y 2004, 2009, 2014 ta 2019 pp. I'inore3a goc/ifikeHHsl MoJsirae y Tomy, o BuOOpYa
NOBeAiHKA NPeJCTABHUKIB yKpaiHChbKkoi HanioHa/IbHOI MeHIIUHY Yy [losbii BinpisHA€eThes Bin BHOOPYOi NOBEAIHKH pelITH
HaceJIeHHSI CBOI0 perioHy IOCTiiHOro Npo:KMBaHHA, i YKpaiHChKa HalliOHAJbHA MEHIIMHA r0JIOCYBaja Oilblue 3a
NpeACTABHUKIB Ji0epadbHUX Ta JIBHX MOJITHYHUX CHJ, Hi:K 3a yabTpanpasi i mpaBi mosiTuuHi maprii Ha BuOOpax no
€BponapiaMenry.

Y 2004-2019 pp. Ha BuOopax g0 €BponapjaMeHTy MOKHA 0yJI0 clocTepiraTu Hikape siBUILE B IMiHAX 3i 3HAYHOIO
YaCTKOK YKpPaiHCbKOI HALIOHAABbHOI MeHIIMHH. PesynbTaTH BHOOpiB 10 €BpomapiamMeHTy B “yKpaiHCBKHX” IMiHaXx,
po3ramoBanux y niBHiuHii yacTuni [Moasui, 1e BuGopui € gocuts Jgidepansaumu (Cpomaasincbka Ilnardopma, aisi) ado,
MOKJIMBO, aHTUcHcTeMHHMH (CamM0000poHa), CyTTEBO He Bipi3HsMcs Bix pemrt rmiH cBoix perioniB. Tak Oyao B
3axigHonmomopcskomy Ta Bapmincsko-Ma3sypcebkomy BoeBoacTBax. 3 iHuoro 6oky, y rmini Komanbua, mo B Iligkapnartcenb-
KOMY BO€BOJCTBi, B SIKOMY IEpPeBaKA€ KOHCePBATHBHUI €JeKTOPAT, CYTTEBO Bigpi3HsMcs Big iHIIMX IMiH periony.
PesyabTatn BuGopiB y Komanui 0yau nmogioHuMu 10 pe3ysbTaTiB, OTPUMAHUX y MiBHiuHii Ta 3axigniii [Moabmi, Hixk 10
pe3yJbTaTiB npuTaMaHHUX NiBAeHHO-cXiAHiH [Toabii, 1e po3TamoBana rmina.

Mu filinuia 10 BUCHOBKY, IO 3arajioM y THX rMiHax, ae rpomaasinu Iloasmi yKpaiHCHKOI0 MOXOI:KEHHSI CTa-
HOBJIATH WoOHaiiMenme 10 % Bix Bcboro HacesleHHsl MyHinMnagiTeTiB, OljiblIe roJI0CyI0TH 3a OibII Ji6epaiabHi napTii 10
€sponapaamenty. HatomicTp miaTpumMka npaBux mosaituunux napriii: “IIpaBo i cnpaBepuBicts”, “Kyki3’15”, Konde-
nepaniss Kopsina sik momyJiicTcbKHX NPaBUX HAPTiii € HUMKYOI0 Hik B IHIIMX YACTHHAX perioHiB, 10 AKOro ui rMiHu
Hane:xkatb. HaiTh min yac BubopiB 1o €Bpomneiicbkoro Ilapaamenty y 2019 poui momituyna mapris “IIpaso i Cnpa-
BeJIUBICTh”, Ika MepeMorJia y BCiii kpaiHi, Majia HUKYY NIATPUMKY B “yKpaiHCbKUX” IMiHax.

Hoaituuny mapriro “I'pomansincbka niaardgopma” cnpuiiMaTb NpPeICTABHUKH YKPaiHCHKOI HALlIOHAJIBHOI MEeHIIIN-
HH SIK 3HAYHO NOMIPKOBaHIIy NOJITHYHY NAPTil0, 110 FAPAHTYE, IPEACTABHUKAM HALIOHAJILHMX MEHIIUH Oinblie NovyTTs
0e3mexu Ta KoMGOPTY Yy NOJbCHKIii Aep:KaBi.

KirouoBi cnoBa: subopua nogedinka, esponeiicvki eubopu, Ilonvya, yKpaincoka HayioHanbHa MEHUUNA.
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The paper describes, interprets, and characterizes the results of elections to the European Parliament in Poland
based on the voting behaviour of the Ukrainian national minority. In the article, four European elections 2004, 2009, 2014,
and 2019 were considered. The research hypothesizes is that the Ukrainian national minority could have a distinct voting
behaviour from their region of permanent living and voted obviously for the representatives of liberal and leftist political
forces rather than for far-right and right, or even far-left candidates on the elections to the European Parliament.

In the years 20042019, an interesting phenomenon could be observed in the elections to the European Parliament in
the area of communes inhabited by the Ukrainian population. In the «Ukrainian» municipalities located in the northern
part of Poland, where the electorate was rather liberal (Civic Platform) or possibly anti-system (Self-Defence) the election
results did not differ from the rest of the regions. This phenomenon was inherent in both the West Pomeranian and
Warmia-Masurian voivodships. On the other hand, in the Komancza commune, which is located in the Subcarpathian
voivodship, in which the conservative electorate has been the strongest, the results of the voting in the “Ukrainian”
commune were significantly different from other communes of the region. In other words, the results of the elections in
Komancza were much more similar to the results obtained in northern and western Poland than to the results in the South-
Eastern Poland. The article concludes that, in general, those municipalities, where the citizens of Ukrainian descent consist
at least 10% of the overall population, vote for more liberal parties to the European Parliament. Instead, the support of
rightwing political parties like Law and Justice, Kukiz’15, Korvin Confederation as a right-wing parties is much lower.
Even during elections to the European Parliament in 2019, Law and Justice, victorious in the rest of the country, evidently

had lower support in “Ukrainian” municipalities.

The Civic Platform is perceived as a much more moderate party, guaranteeing, in their opinion, representatives of
the Ukrainian minority a greater sense of security and comfort of living in the Polish state.
Key words: voting behaviour, European elections, Poland, Ukrainian national minority.

Effective participation of national minorities in
political life is one of the important components of
democratic societies. Thanks to the effective participation in
political life and elections of national minorities, it
creates opportunities to represent and preserve their
identity. Formation and consolidation of democratic
systems, processes of dissemination of democratic norms
and standards should systematically consider interests of
national minorities and include them into the management
system, government representations, involving representative
offices, and legislative bodies. Creating complete
conditions, the introduction of effective legal mechanisms
for the national minorities to active political participation
should not be considered by the states not only as a legal
obligation but also as an integral element of rational
management. One of the most considerable national
minority in Poland is the Ukrainian national minority.

The purpose of the scientific article is to explore
the electoral behaviour of the Ukrainian national
minority of Poland to the European Parliament and its
impact on the election results in areas of its permanent
living.

Studies on the issues of national minorities and
especially Ukrainian national minority are undertaken by
researchers dealing with various scientific disciplines.
Nowadays, also in Poland, despite a relatively low

national and ethnic diversity, knowledge on this subject
is gradually being developed and deepened, especially by
sociologists, anthropologists and historians —Adamczyk
L., Lodzinski S. [Adamczuk 2006], Sakson A. [ Sakson
2014], Halczak B. [Halczak 2010].

This topic was also taken into account by
representatives of other scientific disciplines, including
geographers — M. Barwinski Barwinski M. [Barwinski
2008, 2013, 2014] and others. The most significant work
in this field is the paper of Wojtaszczyk M. [Wojtaszczyk
2015] who investigated the political preferences of the
national minorities in Poland. Nevertheless, the is a huge
lack of comprehensive analysis of political and electoral
preferences of Ukrainian national minority, with the
exception of history, cultural issues and relation of this
particular minority with its motherland — Ukraine.

Ukrainians are the most territorially dispersed
national minority among all the national and ethnic
groups of Poland [Barwinski 2008]. Currently, they live
mainly in northern Poland, but they traditional settlement
area was the south-eastern part of the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth [Barwiniski 2013]. Due to such a high
concentration, they do not actually form larger clusters
[Barwinski 2014]. Even in the communes that have been
analyzed in detail (Table 1), Ukrainians constitute only a
10-20 % of the whole population, which means that, that
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they have no decisive voice on the final results in
parliamentary elections. Undoubtedly, however, even a
small percentage of minorities as in this case makes these
communes dinstinct from the rest of Poland in terms of
the national and ethnic diversity of its population.
Therefore, despite the obvious abuse of this term, they
will be referred in this paper as “Ukrainian”
municipalities.

According to the new Census in 2011[Struktura
narodowo-etniczna, jezykowa i wyznaniowa ludno$ci
Polski 2015], Ukrainian national minority in Poland is a
highly dispersed group. Most of them lived in the
Warmian-Masurian voivodship (13.4 thousand). The
second-largest cluster unexpectedly turned out to be the

Masovian Voivodeship (6.6 thousand). Larger groups
were also noticeable in the following voivodeships:
Lublin (2.2 thousand), Lesser Poland (2 thousand),
Subcarpathian (4.1 thousand), Podlaskie (2.7 thousand),
Pomeranian (4.2 thousand) [Halczak 2010]. and the West
Pomeranian Voivodeship (almost 5,000) [Gudaszewski
2015]. As of 2002, the Ukrainian population did not
exceed 20% of the population in any of the
municipalities [Sakson 2014]. In four municipalities of
the Warmian-Masurian Voivodeship, one commune of
the municipalities Voivodeship and one commune of the
West Pomeranian Voivodeship, representatives of
Ukrainian national minority exceed the threshold of 10%
of the population (Table 1).

Table 1
Municipalities according to the National Census 2011, where at least 10 %
of population belong to the Ukrainian national minority.
N f
Voivodeship Municipality . umber o L Number of Ukrainians Ukrainians %
residents of the municipality

Subcarpathian Komancza 5121 538 10,5
voivodeship
Warmian- Banie Mazurskie |3 967 531 13,4
Masurian Budry 3003 368 123
voivodeship

Kruklanki 3139 383 12,2

Lelkowo 3 086 607 19,7

Pieni¢zno 6 746 691 10,2

Pozezdrze 3441 368 10,7
West Pomeranian | Bialty Bor 5424 592 10,9
voivodeship

Source: Data from the Census of 2011. https://stat.gov.pl/spisy-powszechne/nsp-2011/nsp-2011-wyniki/

The first elections to the European Parliament in
the Polish history took place in June 2004, more than a
month after Poland joined the European Union. During
the vote, Polish citizens elected 54 out of 732 MEPs. The
electoral law assumed the division of Poland into thirteen
constituencies and made participation in the distribution
of seats conditional on exceeding the 5 % electoral
threshold. The electoral lists were registered by 21
committees, among which there was no minority election
committee [Data of the Parlgov project. EP Election
2004].

The elections were won by the Civic Platform
with 24.1 % of the votes, which were transformed into 15
seats in the European Parliament. The following places
were taken by the League of Polish Families (15.92 %,
10 seats), Law and Justice (12.67 %, 7 seats) and Self-

Defense of Poland (10.78 %, 6 seats). The election
threshold was exceeded and won by seats: the coalition
committee of the Democratic Left Alliance — Labour
Union (9.35 %, 5 seats), the Freedom Union (7.33 %,
4 seats), Polish People’s Party (6.34 %, 4 seats) and
Social Democracy of Poland (5.33 %, 3 seats). Only
20.87 % of the whole population eligible to vote took
part in these particular elections.

The spatial distribution of the election results
shows the unique, as for the period after 2000,
fragmentation of the Polish political scene during the
2004 elections to the European Parliament. Considering
the regional differentiation, attention should be paid to
the results of the League of Polish Families, which was
successful in the former Galicia and on the border of
Mazovia and Podlasie. Self-Defence of Poland achieved
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significant influence in almost all rural areas of Poland.
In the area of Central Poland, the second popular group —
the Polish People’s Party - was also significant. The
Civic Platform was victorious mainly in Silesia and in
the western and northern provinces, especially in the
large cities of Wroctaw, Poznan, Szczecin, Olsztyn and
the Tri-City and their vicinities. Law and Justice, on the
other hand, was victorious in various other places in
Poland, including Warsaw and its vicinity, and Rzeszow
and its vicinity. In very few communes, also dispersed
across the country, Union of Freedom, Social Democracy

of Poland and Democratic Left Alliance — Labour
Union were successful. There were also municipalities
where groups that did not finally enter the European
Parliament won.

However, the Civic Platform enjoyed great
support in areas inhabited by other national and ethnic
minorities. It won in most “Ukrainian” municipalities
(Lelkowo, Budry, Pozezdrze, Kruklanki, Komancza).
The Civic Platform also won in three “Ukrainian”
communes in the north of the country (Banie Mazurskie,
Biaty Bor, Pieni¢zno).

Table 2
The 2004 elections to the European Parliament in selected municipalities
with higher amount of people of Ukrainian descend

Voivodeship |- une | LPR PO PSP PiS SDP |SLD-UP| SDP | UF T
of Poland

Subcarpathian | Komancza 12,64 15,16 9,03 4,33 3,79 19,13 21,30 3,79 12,77
voivodeship

Warmian- Banie 11,64 25,07 10,15 5,37 2,39 9,25 14,93 4,48 10,56

Masurian Mazurskie

voivedeship gy gy 21,43 10,90 6,77 3,01 1,50 3,38 4549 2,26 10,88

Kruklanki 9,76 16,38 13,59 4,18 3,48 4,88 37,98 3,14 12,45

Lelkowo 10,37 12,37 10,37 3,34 1,00 12,04 35,12 8,36 12,45

Pieni¢zno 13,52 23,81 461 10,91 6,45 9,06 16,44 7,37 11,85

Pozezdrze 13,75 20,27 11,00 12,71 2,06 7,56 23,37 1,37 10,88

West Biaty Bor 3,65 22,11 11,56 4,67 2,84 16,43 17,44 14,81 12,74
Pomeranian
voivodeship

Source: Wybory do Parlamentu Europejskiego 2009: http://www.pe2004.pkw.gov.pl/, Data of the Parlgov project:

http://www.parlgov.org/explore/pol/election/2004-06-13-ep/

Abbreviations: LPR - League of Polish Families, PO — Civic Platform, PSP — Polish People’s Party, PiS — Law and Justice,
SDP —Social Democracy of Poland, SLD-UP — Democratic Left Alliance — Labour Union, SDP— Self-Defence of Poland, UF —

Union of Freedom, T — Turnout

The result of the 2004 elections to the European
Parliament were apparently slightly more mixed. Self-
Defence of Poland has won in five “Ukrainian”
municipalities: Lelkowo, Budry, Kruklanki, Pozezdrze
and Komancza, and in three communes, Biaty Bor,
Pieni¢zno and Banie Mazurskie, Civic Platform. In the
Budry commune municipalities, Samoobrona won the
most votes in the voivodship, 45.49 %. It is also worth
paying attention to the groups that ranked second. In
Biaty Bor, Pieni¢zno and Banie Mazurskie, Samoobrona
was placed after PO, and in Kruklanki, Lelkowo and
Pozezdrze, after Self-Defence. The exceptions were the
Budry municipality, where the League of Polish Families
finished second surprisingly, and the Komancza
municipality, where the SLD-UP coalition came second.

However, in the entire Subcarpathian Voivodeship won
the elections to the European Parliament Law and
Justice, in the Komancza municipality Self-Defense of
Poland obtained the best result. In the Warmian and
Mazurian voivodship, the results of Self-Defense and the
League of Polish Families in the Lelkowo municipality
were particularly outstanding. In the remaining “Ukrainian”
communes, the party's results did not stand out from the
voivodeship. The situation was similar in the commune
of Bialy Bor in the West Pomeranian Voivodeship
[Wybory do Parlamentu Europejskiego 2004].

Five years later, in June 2009, the second elections
to the European Parliament were held. As a result of the
increase in the number of European Union member
states, the number of seats available to Poland decreased.
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This time, Polish citizens chose 50 out of 736 MEPs. The
elections were held in accordance with the 2004
ordinance. Election lists were submitted by 13
committees, one of which resigned after the ballot papers
had been printed. Like four years earlier, no minority
election committee appeared [Wojtaszczyk 2015].

As a result of the 2009 elections, only four
election committees won seats in the European
Parliament. The Civic Platform, which received 44.43 %
of the votes, enjoyed the greatest support, obtaining 25
out of 50 Polish seats in the European Parliament. Law
and Justice, second in line, with the support of 27.4 %
eligible voters, gained 15 seats. The coalition committee
of the Democratic Left Alliance — Labor Union came
third with a result of 12.34 % and 7 seats. The Polish
People's Party also joined the European Parliament
(7.01 %, 3 seats). The voter turnout was slightly higher
than in 2004 and amounted to 24.53 % [Wybory do
Parlamentu Europejskiego 2014].

The voting results in 2009 were much less varied
than in the first elections to the European Parliament.

In the eastern and south-eastern parts of the
country, Law and Justice won in most municipalities.
In the Masovian, Kuyavian-Pomeranian and Lodz
voivodeships, Polish Peoples Party achieved a good
result. In large cities, in the western and northern
territories as well as in Silesia, clear domination of the
Civic Platform was visible. Again, a very poor result was
achieved by the SLD-UP committee, which won in
individual municipalities. [Wojtaszczyk 2015].

This time, the Civic Platform won in the vast
majority of municipalities where representatives of the
mentioned communities live.

The results of the 2009 elections to the
European Parliament in the area inhabited by
Ukrainians, as in particular municipalities, were
similar to the results of the 2007 elections to the Sejm
(Lower Chamber of Polish Parliament). Everywhere,
except for Lelkowo and Budry, the PO won. In these
two communes, the PSL was successful, while the
Civic Platform came second. Especially in the Budry
municipality, the difference in votes between the two
parties was small: PSL won 25.65 %, and PO 24.78 %.
However, it is worth paying attention to the fact that
in northern Poland the results in the “Ukrainian”
communes did not differ significantly from the results
in other communes. The situation in Subcarpathian
voivodeship was different. In the Komancza municipality,
the victorious Civic Platform won 61.33 % of the
electoral vote, which was the second result in the
voivodship. Law and Justice come second in this
particular municipality with electoral support 13.84 %.
The results of both parties in Komancza were
significantly different from the results in most
municipalities of the Subcarpathian voivodeship,
where the support for these two parties was distributed
in the opposite way. Even stronger polarization
occurred in the Cisna commune. PO gained 69.46 % of
support there, and PiS - 12.65% [Wybory do
Parlamentu Europejskiego 2009].

Table 3
The 2009 elections to the European Parliament in selected municipalities
with higher amount of the people of Ukrainian descend
Voivodeship of Civic POhSh, Law and Social Union
Commune People's . Democracy Turnout
Poland Platform Justice of Freedom
Party of Poland

Subcarpathian Komancza 15,16 9,03 4,33 3,79 3,79 12,77
voivodeship
Warmian- Banie Mazurskie 25,07 10,15 5,37 2,39 4,48 10,56
M*"S”ria“ . Budry 10,90 6,77 3,01 1,50 2,26 10,88
voivodeship Kruklanki 16,38 13,59 4,18 3.48 3,14 12,45

Lelkowo 12,37 10,37 334 1,00 8,36 12,45

Pieni¢zno 23,81 4,61 10,91 6,45 7,37 11,85

Pozezdrze 20,27 11,00 12,71 2,06 1,37 10,88
West Pomeranian | Bialy Bor 22,11 11,56 4,67 2,84 14,81 12,74
voivodeship

Source: Wybory do Parlamentu Europejskiego 2009: http://www.pe2009.pkw.gov.pl/,

http://www.parlgov.org/explore/pol/election/2009-06-07-ep/

Data of the Parlgov project:
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Table 4
The 2014 elections to the European Parliament in selected municipalities
with higher amount of the people of Ukrainian descend
Voivodeship of Civic Law and Polish Alliance of United New
Commune . Peoples Left . Turnout
Poland Platform Justice Poland Right
Party Democrats

Subcarpathian Komancza 29,51 22,26 18,02 10,60 3,89 6,89 12,70
voivodeship
Warmian- Banie Mazurskie 28,23 10,03 15,31 20,41 6,12 5,44 9,51
Masurian Budry 23,89 23,45 14,60 12,83 10,62 4,42 9,78
voivodeship .

Kruklanki 35,96 16,85 13,86 16,10 5,24 4,12 10,90

Lelkowo 25,65 17,21 15,26 14,94 4,55 4,55 12,43

Pieniezno 30,79 32,65 7,39 11,13 4,57 5,34 12,48

Pozezdrze 23,03 25,76 10,00 12,42 17,27 4,85 12,43
West Biaty Bor 35,82 23,63 9,45 11,74 2,59 9,60 16,63
Pomeranian
voivodeship

Source: Wybory do Parlamentu Europejskiego 2014:https://pe2014.pkw.gov.pl/pl/, Data of the Parlgov project:

http://www.parlgov.org/explore/pol/election/2014-05-25-ep/

The results of the 2014 elections to the European
Parliament in the area inhabited by Ukrainians have
similar consequences to previous elections to the
European Parliament and showed stability of the voting
behaviour of the local population. Everywhere, except
of Pieni¢zno and Pozezdrze municipalities, the Civic
Platform won. In these two communes, the Law and

in votes between the two parties was very small: in
Pieni¢zno Law and Justice had obtained 32,65 % of the
votes while Civic Platform got 30,79 % of local votes.
In Pozezdrze municipality we can observe the same
situation of voting behavior — Civic Platform got
23,03 % of electoral support while Law and Justice took
25,76 % of votes on the elections to the European

Justice was successful, while the Civic Platform came Parliament [Wybory do Parlamentu Europejskiego
second. Even in those two municipalities the difference  2014].
Table 5
The 2019 elections to the European Parliament in selected municipalities
with higher amount of the people of Ukrainian descend
Coalition
. . election Korvin .
Voivodeship of Commune committee Law a nd Confedera Sprl.ng of Kukiz’15 Left Turnout
Poland Justice . R. Biedron together
PO, PSL, tion
SLD.n greens

Subcarpathian Komancza 39,98 44,49 5,71 4,34 3,70 0,88 30,24
voivodeship
Warmian- Banie Mazurskie |39,81 43,91 3,40 8,20 2,11 2,58 32,27
Masurian Budry 31,87 55,85 2,49 3,95 3,95 1,90 29,31
voivodeship _

Kruklanki 33,73 48,87 4,41 6,67 4,65 1,67 33,28

Lelkowo 36,78 50,28 3,33 5,18 3,14 1,29 22,96

Pieni¢zno 38,27 49,83 3,39 4,25 2,99 1,29 29,09

Pozezdrze 39,14 47,55 2,80 5,14 3,15 2,22 32,20
West Bialy Bor 37,00 48,13 3,81 7,32 2,24 1,49 32,63
Pomeranian
voivodeship

Source: Wybory do Parlamentu Europejskiego 2019:https://pe2019.pkw.gov.pl/pl/, Data of the Parlgov project:

http://www.parlgov.org/explore/pol/election/2019-10-13/



14 Map ’sn Jlonama

According to the results of the elections to the
European Parliament, the rightwing Law and Justice
political party have won in all selected “Ukrainian”
municipalities [Data of the Parlgov project. EP
Election 2019]. However, rankings of the support of
dominant political party Law and Justice was much
lower in those municipalities. The best example is the
Komancza commune in the Sanok district, where such
support was lower by 17 % in comparison to other
municipalities in the region. It should be emphasized
that populist right-wing Confederation led by
J. Korwin-Mikke had little support in those
municipalities in comparison with other municipalities
in three voivodships, where the support of this party
higher, especially in the Subcarpathian
voivodship. Election results of other political parties -
Spring of R. Biedron, Kukiz’15, Left together remain
very low [Wybory do Parlamentu Europejskiego 2019].

In the years 2004-2019, an interesting phenomenon
could be observed in of communes inhabited by the
Ukrainian population. In the “Ukrainian” municipalities
located in the northern part of Poland, where the
electorate was rather liberal (Civic Platform, left-wing)
or possibly anti-system (Self-Defence) the election
results did not differ from the rest of the regions. This
phenomenon was permanent in both the West Pomeranian
and Warmia-Masurian voivodships [Wojtaszczyk 2015].
On the other hand, in the Komancza municipality located
in the Subcarpathian voivodship, in which the conservative
electorate has the greatest strength, the results of voting
in the “Ukrainian” commune were significantly different
from other communes of the region. In other words, the
results of the elections in Komancza were much more

was

similar to the results obtained in northern and western
Poland than to the results in south-eastern Poland.
Considering the described dependencies, it can be
concluded with great caution that the presence of
representatives of the Ukrainian minority had an impact
on the election results. Consequently, it was probably the
Ukrainian population that had different voting behaviour.
Of course, this conclusion is drawn with a certain degree
of uncertainty, because with such a small number of
clusters it is difficult to spot the voting behaviour of the
surveyed group among the Polish majority.

Therefore, we should conclude that, in general, in
municipalities, where the citizens of Ukrainian descent
consist at minimum 10 % of the overall population, the
population votes for more liberal parties to the European
Parliament. Instead, the support of right-wing political
parties, like Law and Justice, Kukiz’15, Korvin
Confederation as populist right-wing parties is much

lower. Even during elections to the European Parliament
in 2019, victorious in the rest of the country political
party Law and Justice evidently had lower support in
“Ukrainian” municipalities.

The Civic Platform is perceived as a much
more moderate party, guaranteeing, in their opinion,
representatives of the Ukrainian minority a greater
sense of security and comfort of living in the Polish
state. We can predict that Civic Platform will be the
most favorable party for Ukrainian national minority
in Poland for future electoral cycles to electoral
bodies of the Third Polish Republic as a liberal and
Centre-right political party.
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