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Abstract. The article focuses on the issue of white-collar crime, examining its pervasive
and harmful impact on society, especially during periods of social and political instability.
White-collar crime typically involves offenses committed by individuals in high-status
positions—such as business executives, government officials, and politicians—who exploit their
social standing and access to resources for personal or financial gain. These crimes often
include actions like economic fraud, bribery, and tax evasion, which erode the foundations of
trust, integrity, and transparency in public and private institutions.

The article provides an in-depth analysis of various types of white-collar crimes,
detailing how economic fraud involves the misappropriation of assets through deception, while
bribery enables unlawful influence in decision-making processes, and tax evasion deprives the
state of necessary funds for public services. Each of these crimes undermines public confidence
in governance and financial systems, often with far-reaching consequences for the economy
and society. Ukraine faces unique challenges in combating white-collar crime, especially given
its high levels of corruption and ongoing geopolitical conflict. The article emphasizes the
latent, often concealed nature of such crimes, which allows offenders to avoid detection and
punishment, further emboldening corrupt practices.

The article also examines how the war has intensified the need for judicial reform and
stronger measures to address white-collar crime, including the imposition of sanctions and
more rigorous investigative processes. The conflict has shifted judicial priorities, requiring a
heightened focus on cases where criminal acts may also threaten national security. This new
context has led to more stringent enforcement and penalties for those whose financial
misconduct intersects with issues of national integrity and resilience.

Overall, white-collar crime is a pressing issue, as it destabilizes economies, undermines
public trust in institutions, and fosters inequality by allowing influential perpetrators to act
with relative impunity. Its concealed nature and the often-complex networks involved make it
challenging to investigate and prosecute, especially in wartime when resources are stretched,
and legal processes may be disrupted. In Ukraine, the impact of white-collar crime is
particularly pronounced, as both corruption and the ongoing war have exacerbated and
transformed the landscape of these offenses. The article underscores the importance of
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developing a robust legal framework, increasing transparency, and involving civil society in
efforts to expose and combat white-collar crime, thus protecting the nation’s stability and
social welfare.

Keywords: white-collar crime; economic fraud; bribery; tax evasion; corruption;
martial law; legal sanctions.

Formulation of the problem. Due to technological and informational changes, modern society is
undergoing constant transformations, making it extremely challenging to track how exactly crime is
evolving, what new methods are emerging in combating it, and which types of crimes have the most
significant impact on the economies of developed countries. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that white-
collar crime represents one of the most dangerous phenomena worldwide.

White-collar crime possesses specific features that set it apart from other forms of crime, primarily
because such crimes are often committed by individuals occupying the upper echelons of society. As a
result, when ordinary citizens are confronted with accusations of white-collar crimes, they often feel
powerless or bewildered. This is understandable, as defending against such accusations is exceptionally
challenging; however, it is not impossible.

Analysis of the study of the problem. The problems of white-collar crime have been discussed in
their works by the researchers such as Chaplyk M. M., Granin D., Devyatka O., lawyers Bachynskyy and
his partners and many others.

The purpose of the article is to investigate white-collar crime as a unique type of criminal offense.
This study aims to provide an in-depth analysis of the nature and characteristics of white-collar crime,
distinguishing it from other types of crimes. In particular, it is important to identify the main traits and
specific features of white-collar crimes, determine the motives driving individuals to commit them, and
analyze the impact of such crimes on society and the economy as a whole.

Presentation main material. Crime, being a universal social phenomenon, permeates all levels and
sectors of society. It is found in every social institution, structure, and group, and its presence is an
enduring aspect of human communities. Crime takes on various forms, each with its own characteristics
and consequences, but among them, one of the most damaging to society is white-collar crime. Unlike
more visible and violent crimes, white-collar crime is committed by individuals of high social standing—
typically professionals, executives, or officials who exploit their positions for personal or financial gain.
Such crimes are often financially motivated and involve deceit rather than physical force, making them
harder to detect and prosecute. In contemporary society, white-collar crime is particularly insidious
because it is highly latent; these offenses are frequently hidden from public view, further complicating
efforts to address them effectively.

To understand the scope and impact of white-collar crime, it is essential to start with its definition.
The term “white-collar crime” was first introduced by the American sociologist and criminologist Edwin
Sutherland in 1939. Sutherland defined white-collar crime as a crime committed by individuals of high
social status, such as businessmen, government officials, and politicians, who, despite their respectable
positions, engage in actions that are extremely harmful to society. Sutherland’s work highlighted that crime
was not limited to the lower social classes or economically disadvantaged but was also present among the
elite. Since then, the nature of white-collar crime has evolved, as has the regulatory framework of business
and government. With the development of technology and new economic practices, white-collar crime has
expanded in scale and sophistication, posing even greater challenges to legal systems worldwide.

The main characteristic of white-collar crime is the social class of the perpetrator, who is typically a
representative of the state or a corporate entity, an official, or a professional in a position of authority.
These crimes are usually committed with the intent of securing financial gain, either for the individual or

16



Konsepeenyis enobanizayii npaeogoeo npocmopy ma KiOep3iouuHHOCmi

for others. Common types of white-collar crime include economic fraud, such as misappropriation or
embezzlement of assets; abuses of office, including negligence, forgery, and bribery; and financial crimes
like tax evasion, money laundering, and falsification of financial documents. These offenses, while often
non-violent, have devastating impacts on public trust and the integrity of financial and governmental
systems [2].

In Ukraine, white-collar crime is especially prevalent in the form of corruption and official
misconduct, frequently involving representatives of government and business. These crimes are generally
characterized by non-violent actions, relying instead on manipulation, deception, and misuse of authority
to achieve financial or professional gains. The non-violent nature of these offenses makes them appear less
harmful on the surface, yet their repercussions are extensive. White-collar crime in Ukraine remains
particularly latent and often goes unpunished, a reality that not only facilitates the continuation of such
crimes but also erodes public morale and undermines faith in state institutions [2]. In our opinion, white-
collar crime in Ukraine is extremely latent and at the same time unpunished, which, in turn, significantly
demoralises society.

Now let’s look at the types of white-collar crime that exist in today’s society.

The first type is economic fraud. Fraud is the misappropriation of another's property or the right to it
by deception or breach of trust. One of the most striking examples is a pyramid scheme. This is a structure
in which the profit of participants is realised through a constant inflow of funds. The profits of the first
participants are taken from the deposits of the next. Typically, such structures promise great benefits to
their participants, but it is impossible to maintain high profitability over a long period of time, as well as to
fulfil obligations to all participants in the pyramid. Usually, a small number of founders at the top of the
pyramid receive huge profits, the participants closest to them receive less, and those at the bottom simply
lose their money [3].

An example of a pyramid scheme is the private company MMM, created by Sergei Mavrodi in the
1990s, which became one of the largest pyramid schemes in history. Although MMM claimed to offer an
investment project, in reality, it simply used the money of new participants to pay “profits” to previous
participants. As a result, when the flow of new investors slowed down, the pyramid collapsed, resulting in
the loss of millions of dollars of investors. If we talk about an example of such a pyramid scheme in
Ukraine, we can name Vimedios, which existed in April-July 2022 and managed to misappropriate
millions of hryvnias [4]. And, unfortunately, there are many such examples, which is why you need to
learn to analyse information, be careful and critical of too tempting offers.

The next type of white-collar crime is bribery. This is probably the most common type of white-
collar crime. It is no secret that the level of corruption in Ukraine is high. Transparency International’s
monitoring data shows that Ukraine has long been among the countries with the highest corruption rates. In
Ukrainian realities, corruption plays the role of a gateway through which “dirty” capital moves freely.
Corruption makes it possible to enrich oneself illegally without using such traditional instruments of crime
as fraud and violence [1, p. 182]. One of the types of bribery is the so-called “kickback”. In this case, an
official makes a decision that allows a person to enter into a contract for the supply of goods or services. In
return, the person gives the official a certain amount of money that will be earned through this contract.
The amount can be either fixed or a percentage of the profits [3].

Another type of crime we are considering is tax evasion. Every entrepreneur is obliged to pay certain
funds to the state budget. The amount of taxes depends on many factors, such as company profits, staff
salaries, etc. Often, in order to get more benefits, entrepreneurs evade paying part or all of the taxes.
Various methods are used for this purpose: 1) falsification of declarations, i.e. deliberate understatement of
the company’s profit in official documents in order to reduce the amount of tax; 2) the so-called “black
salary”, when an employee receives part of his or her salary unofficially (usually in cash); 3) the use of
unofficial bank accounts to hide some financial transactions in order to avoid paying taxes on them [3]. It
is quite obvious that such methods of tax evasion have a significant impact on the economy of our country.
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We also consider it necessary to consider how the war affected white-collar crimes. It is known that
the provisions of Art. 216 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine clearly define the jurisdiction of pre-
trial investigation of criminal offences by pre-trial investigation authorities (investigation, inquiry), but
during the war, the classical criminal law qualification of a criminal offence, such as misappropriation or
embezzlement of assets, abuse of position, etc., is accompanied by additional qualifications (criminal
offences), such as obstruction of the lawful activities of the Armed Forces of Ukraine (Art. 141! of the
CCQ), state treason (Art. 111 of the CC), aiding and abetting the aggressor state. It is the additional legal
gualification (e.g., state treason) that is the procedural basis for changing jurisdiction and transferring cases
from the National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine, the State Bureau of Investigation, the Bureau of
Economic Security to the Security Service of Ukraine [5; 2].

Since the introduction of martial law, along with white-collar crimes, the dynamics of applying
sanctions under Art. 4 of the Law of Ukraine “On Sanctions” [6], for the commission by a foreign state, a
foreign legal entity, a legal entity controlled by a foreign legal entity, or a non-resident individual,
foreigner, stateless person, as well as entities engaged in terrorist activities, of actions that have created
threats to the national security, sovereignty or territorial unity of Ukraine, or significantly contributed to
the commission of such actions by other persons. As for the pre-trial investigation stage, there have been
more cases of investigating judges applying the measure of securing criminal proceedings in the form of
seizure of property not to preserve material evidence, but to ensure the possible application of special
confiscation [2].

Considering the trends in judicial practice, in general, under martial law, the approach of the
Supreme Court in considering cases of WWC crimes has changed the most in terms of “excessive
formalism” and “procedural exactingness” of the prosecution, i.e. the law enforcement dynamics are
changing in such a way that “minor mistakes of investigation” may be made during the pre-trial
investigation, and courts pay less attention to procedural violations of the prosecution. Also, there is a
steady increase in cases of excessive bail when choosing (applying) preventive measures. In addition, the
positive trend of courts using remote court proceedings is striking [2].

Therefore, we have to state that white-collar crime is a reality of Ukrainian society. One of the most
important features of this type of criminals is that they very often avoid deserved punishment due to their
status, high position, etc. Therefore, if you become a victim of this type of crime, you should do everything
possible to bring the perpetrators to justice. A significant contribution to this fight is made by media
programmes aimed at exposing corrupt officials, which are mostly created on a voluntary basis and funded
by charitable contributions.

Conclusions. White-collar crime represents a profound and often hidden threat to society, especially
in contexts like Ukraine, where corruption and official misconduct are deeply entrenched. This form of
crime, typically perpetrated by individuals in influential positions, undermines public trust, weakens
institutional integrity, and destabilizes the very fabric of society. The ability of high-ranking perpetrators to
evade punishment due to their status not only allows these crimes to persist but also erodes public
confidence in the legal system and democratic institutions. This culture of impunity fosters further
misconduct and sets a damaging example for others in positions of authority, perpetuating a cycle of
corruption and moral decay.

In times of national crisis, such as war, the impact of white-collar crime can be particularly
devastating. Resources that are crucial for national defense and public welfare are siphoned off for
personal gain, weakening the state’s resilience and undermining collective efforts for stability and security.
The evolving complexity of white-collar crime, particularly during periods of social and political upheaval,
highlights the need for a robust and adaptive response from both the legal system and society at large.

Despite the covert and sophisticated nature of white-collar crime, it is essential for both victims and
the broader society to actively pursue justice and accountability. Addressing white-collar crime requires a
multi-layered approach that strengthens legal frameworks, enhances transparency, and builds a culture of
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accountability within institutions. Media and public awareness are indispensable in this effort, as they play
a critical role in shedding light on these hidden crimes. Investigative journalism, public reporting, and civic
activism can expose the harmful networks of corruption, encouraging both public and institutional actions
against such abuses.

Public engagement and awareness, therefore, are powerful catalysts for change, helping to dismantle
the protective barriers that often shield powerful perpetrators. By fostering a societal commitment to
integrity, media and public oversight can help rebuild trust in institutions, deter future misconduct, and
contribute to a fairer, more transparent, and resilient society. In this way, the fight against white-collar
crime is not only a matter of justice but a fundamental step toward societal growth and stability.
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3JIOYMHHU “BLIMX KOMIPIIB” I YAC BIMHU

AHoTtanisa. CTaTTa 30cepeKyeThcsl Ha mpodiaemi 3J04nHiB “Oinux KoMipuiB”, nocaigkyrodu
ixniii BceoXonmHuil i WKIIIMBUHI BIVIMB HAa CYCHUILCTBO, 0COOJMBO Mig Yac mepioaiB couiajabHOi Ta
nogiTuyHoi HecTadinbHocTi. 3M0umHN “Oinmx KomipuiB” 3a3BHYali BKJIOYAIOTH NMPABONOPYLIEHHS,
CKO€Hi 0co0aMM 3 BHCOKHMM COLaJbLHMM CTATyCOM—TAKMMHU fIK Oi3HecMeHM, JAep:KaBHi ciay:k00BUi Ta
NOJITUKU—SIKI BUKOPHCTOBYIOTH CBO€ COLliaJIbHEe CTAHOBHIIE Ta AOCTYI 10 pecypciB A5 0co0ucTOoro ado
¢inancoBoro 36aravenHs. Lli 3J04YMHH YacTO OXOIUIOIOTH il, Taki SIK eKOHOMiYHe WIAXPaiiCTBO,
xa0apHULUTBO Ta yXW/JEHHS Bill CIJIaTH NMOAATKIB, sIKi MiAPMBalOTh OCHOBM JAOBIipH, 100p0oYeCHOCTI Ta
NMPpo30pocTi B MyOTiYHMX Ta NPUBATHUX YCTAHOBAX.

Y crarTi HABOAMTHCS AeTadbHMii aHAJi3 pPi3HMX TUMIB 3/J04MHIB “OlIMX KoMipuiB”, 30KkpeMa
ONUCYEThCS, K €KOHOMiYHE LIAXPAMCTBO BK/JIKYA€ NPHUBJACHEHHSI aKTHBIB 4epe3 o0MaH, Toai sIK
Xa0apHULTBO CNPHUAE HE3AKOHHOMY BIUIMBY Ha NMpoLecH NMPUIHATTA pilleHb, a YXWJIEHHS BiJ cmjaTu
NoJaTKiB Nno30aBjs€ Aep:KaBy HeOOXiTHMX KOWITIB s cycniibHUX mociayr. KoxkeH i3 mux 3104MHiB
nigpuBa€ cycnijibHy AOBIpPY 10 opraHiB Bjagu Ta (iHAHCOBHUX CHCTEM, YACTO MAKOYU JAJEKOCHKHI
HACJIAKM VIS eKOHOMIKH Ta CyCHUIBCTBA. YKPaiHA CTUKAETHCS 3 YHIKAJILHMMHM BUKJIUKAMU Y 60poThOi
3i 3J04MHAMM “0inMX KoMipuiB”, 0c06,IMBO BpPaxOBYIOUHM BHMCOKHMIl piBeHb Kopynuii Ta MOTOYHHN
reonoJiTHYHUHA KOHQJIIKT. Y CTAaTTi HAroJa0MyeTbCsl HA JATEHTHIil, 4acTO NPUXO0BaHiil nMpupoai Takux
3JI0YMHIB, 1[0 [J03BOJISIE TNPABOMOPYIIHMKAM YHHMKATH BHSIBJeHHSI Ta TMOKApaHHs, Ine Oiibine
NiAKPIIUIIOI0YH KOPYNUiHHI NPAKTHKH.

Tako:k y CTATTi po3r/saacTbes, AK BiliHa mocuauiaa norpedy B cyaoBiii pedopmi Ta skopcTKimmx
3axoaax sl MPOTHAIl 3M0YHHAM “‘OLTHX KOMIpHiB”, BKIIOYAIYH 3aNPOBAIKeHHS CAHKIii Ta OLIbII
perejabHi mpouecu po3ciainyBanHs. KoHdUIikT 3micTHMB cyaoBi mpiopuTeTH, BHMarapo4m HigBHILEHOI
yBaru 10 CHpas, Jie 3JOUYMHHI Aii MOXYTh TaKO 3arpo:KyBaTH HauioHajbHiii Oe3meui. Lleii HoBMii
KOHTEKCT NPU3BiB A0 OiblI CYBOPOr0 NPaBO3ACTOCYBAHHS TAa NMOCWIEHUX CAHKUIA M THX, 4Mi
(¢inancoBi 3710BKUBAHHS NEPETUHAIOTHCSH 3 MUTAHHIMHI HALIOHAJIBbHOI HUIICHOCTI Ta cTilKoOCTI.

3aranom, 3104yMHH “Oinux KoMipuwiB” € HarajJbHOI0 MPo0JeMOI0, ajske BOHM AecTalilizyloTh
€KOHOMIKY, NiAPpMBAKTHL J0Bipy CYCHiIbCTBA 10 IHCTUTYUil Ta CHPUSIOTH HEPIBHOCTI, /103BOJISIIOYH
BILTHBOBHM NPABONOPYIIHHKAM JisITH 3 BiTHOCHOI0 Ge3KapHicTIO. IXHS NMPHX0BAHA MPHPOAA TA YACTO
CKJIAIHI Mepe:ki, 110 3ay4eHi B 1i NpouecH, YCKJIATHIOIOTH PO3CJIiIyBaHHsI Ta CyJ10Be MepecsaiyBaHHs,
0c00JIMBO MiJ 4ac BiliHHM, KoM pecypcu o0MeskeHi, a mMpaBoBi Nmpouecu MOXKyTh OyTH mopyueHi. B
Ykpaini BoiauB 3104HHIB “0lMX KomipmiB” € 0c00IMBO MOMITHHM, OCKIIBKHM SIK KOpPYHUisi, Tak i
NMOTOYHA BiiiHa mie OiJblIe YCKIAAHWIM Ta 3MIHIWJIM XapaKTep TaKMX NPAaBONOpylIeHb. Y CTATTi
NiAKPeCTIOEThCA BAKJIUBICTH PO3poOKHM HadiiiHOT mnpaBoBoi 06a3M, NiABUINEHHA MPO30pocTi Ta
3aJly4eHHs] TPOMAAAHCHKOr0 CyCHiJIbCTBA /10 3yCHJIb IOJ0 BHKPUTTS TAa MPOTHil 3JI0YHHAM “‘Glimx
KOMIpIiB”', 3aXHIIaI04HU CTA0ITbHICTH Ta 700POOYT HAIIii.

Kiro4oBi ciioBa: 3;104MHM “0l1MX KOMipHiB”; eKOHOMiYHe IaXpalcTBO; Xa0apHUUTBO; YXUJIECHHS
Bi/l cIJIaTH MOJATKIB; KOPYILisi; BOEHHUI CTaH; MPaBOBi CAHKII.
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